
LING 283: Language and Society
Fall 2018

August 30th

LING 283: Language and Society

Class Meetings Tuesdays & Thursdays 5-6:15pm
ICC 210B

Professor Dr. Jennifer Nycz
jennifer.nycz@georgetown.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays 2-4pm or by appointment (224 Poulton)
Just drop in, or book time on my calendar here: http://www.calendly.com/jn621

T.A. Ho Fai (Viggo) Cheng
hc601@georgetown.edu
Office hours: Thursdays 2:30-4:30pm or by appointment (Lauinger).

Required Text Wardhaugh, Ronald, & Janet M. Fuller. 2015. An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. 7th
edition. Malden: Wiley-Blackwell.

Other readings will be made available on the course Canvas site.

Course Overview. In this course, we will investigate how language shapes and is shaped by society. We
will discuss the role of language in shaping social relations at many levels of social organization (from nation,
to neighborhood, to individual). Students will discover and discuss in depth how social organization governs
and shapes language use at all levels of linguistic structure (from pronunciations, to conversations, to entire
languages), and how production and perception of language in everyday situations intersects with systems of
power, prejudice and opportunity. Students will become familiar with major theoretical and methodological
approaches in sociolinguistics and gain experience in data collection and analysis.

Learning goals. In this course, students will:

• Become familiar with major topics in the broad field of sociolinguistics, which examines the use of
language in its social context

• Become familiar with the analytical methodologies used by sociolinguists, including quantitative and
qualitative methods, and understand their utility to the social sciences and humanities more broadly

• Gain and cultivate an appreciation and understanding of linguistic diversity, particularly in US society
and in their own communities, and develop strategies for integrating affirmative attitudes to linguistic
diversity in their daily and professional lives

• Develop their critical thinking abilities and understand the role language can play in fostering positive
social change

• Understand the connections between linguistics and other academic and professional disciplines that
may interest them, including psychology, anthropology, sociology, education, international affairs, social
equity and advocacy, and any other sphere where language plays a significant role
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Course requirements. In order to successfully complete the course, students must:

• Read and actively engage with all assigned material

• Attend and participate in all classroom discussions and activities

• Successfully complete all components of all major assignments:

Class participation (10%). The course focuses heavily on discussion and joint exploration of sociolinguistic
principles and findings. As such, your presence and participation in all class sessions is extremely important.
Your voice is needed to enhance the quality of our understanding of language in society. Attendance is
mandatory. More than one unexcused absence in class will negatively impact your score for this assessment.
Please make sure to communicate with me well in advance if you need to be absent. In cases of health or
travel conditions that prevent you from being in class on short notice, you will need to provide documentation
for the reason for your absence. Examples of documentation include a doctor’s, Dean’s or coach’s note.

Challenging yourself is important for your growth as a scholar, and I’m happy to work on strategies for
participation if you experience social anxiety, are shy, or otherwise need help expressing your thoughts in a
classroom setting.

Individual article presentation (10%): You will complete one brief in-class presentation (10 minutes),
reporting on one of the readings assigned for the class period you choose. This assignment is designed to
give you an opportunity to go in-depth on a topic in sociolinguistics that is of interest to you, and to share
your insights and promote discussion among the class. Your presentation will be the jumping off point for
our discussion of the literature and key findings in sociolinguistics. You will sign up for a presentation slot
early in the semester.

Project 1: Rapid Anonymous study of variation in DC (25%): As a class, we will conduct rapid
anonymous interviews and gather data on a linguistic variable. Fieldwork will be conducted individually
and then compiled into a class database. Each student will then analyze the data and submit a write-up (no
more than 5 double-spaced pages in length) that presents a sociolinguistic analysis of some aspect of these
data.

Project 2: Language, dialect and community in the media (25%): The second data analysis assign-
ment will deal with media representation of language/dialect. You may choose to analyze how languages and
dialects are represented in any media outlet: Print media, scripted visual media (e.g. television shows), ad-
vertising, news, et cetera. Your example can showcase some aspect of language ideology, language variation
and change, linguistic discrimination, community empowerment through language, language in education...
the possibilities are endless! You will choose and analyze one example of sociolinguistic interest and analyze
it based on the theories and methodologies (quantitative or qualitative) we discuss in class. You will submit
a brief proposal and an individual write-up (no more than 5 double-spaced pages in length).

Final exam (30%):You will complete a take-home final exam, which will test your understanding of all
topics covered in class. The exam will include a combination of short-answer questions relating to theoretical
concepts, sociolinguistic methodologies, and the specific linguistic situations we discuss. The exam will also
include data analysis questions, which will require you to apply your skills as a sociolinguist to real data.
The final exam will be due via Canvas. The final exam must be completed individually.
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Important dates:

• Make sure to note down your article presentation date!

• Monday, October 8th: Project 1 (Rapid Anonymous) data collection due

• Friday, October 26th: Project 1 (Rapid Anonymous) write-ups due

• Friday, November 2nd: Project 2 (Media Representation) proposals due

• Friday, November 30th: Project 2 (Media Representation) write-ups due

• Thursday, December 13th: Final take-home exam due

Late/missing work: Plan your work carefully to ensure that you give yourself plenty of time to complete
all assignments on time. In the event that truly unforeseen circumstances prevent you from submitting your
work on time, it is imperative that you communicate with me about it to the best of your ability. These cases
will be evaluated on an individual basis and will likely significantly impact your score on the assignment.
No assignments will be accepted more than one week following an assignment deadline. Late submissions
for the final exam will not be accepted, and there will be no make-up opportunities for the final exam.

Email policy: I am happy to answer questions about assignments or readings over email - though if your
question seems complex, I may invite you in for a more in-depth conversation about it! Please remember to
start your assignments in good time, and identify problems early, as I may not be able to reply to emails
received less than 24 hours before an assignment is due.

Academic Honor Code: All students are required to comply with the Georgetown University Undergrad-
uate Honor System. Any instance of academic dishonesty will result in a score of 0 and may result in a
failing grade for the course. I urge you to become familiar with the Honor System, a detailed description of
which can be found at: https://honorcouncil.georgetown.edu/

Academic Support and Accommodations: I will make every effort to support students who need ac-
commodations. Your first point of contact should be the Academic Resource Center. Please let me know
early on what kind of accommodation you will need, once it has been decided in consultation with the ARC
staff. http://academicsupport.georgetown.edu/

Writing Center: Because writing is a valued part of this class, I encourage you to visit the Writing Center
(217a Lauinger) and work with one of the Center’s trained tutors. Just as I share my own writing with
people I trust before making it public, you can share your writing with student peers at the Writing Center
before submitting drafts for this class. While you will always be solely responsible for the writing you submit
and the Center’s tutors won’t do your work for you, Writing Center tutors can talk you through any stage
of your writing process, from brainstorming a thesis and organizing your thoughts to revising, editing and
proofreading. To set up an appointment, visit http://writingcenter.georgetown.edu.

Community and Inclusion: We begin our exploration of sociolinguistics as a community of scholars who
all bring our own unique perspectives and backgrounds to the classroom. As we are an inherently diverse
community, we will all (as individuals) come into contact with perspectives that are new to us, and that
may be surprising, unexpected, and different from our own. To foster an inclusive and respectful learning
environment, all of us - students and professor alike - will pledge to approach each other and each other’s
ideas with an open mind and empathy.
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Course Schedule (subject to revision)

Week 1: Overview Thursday, Aug. 30th: Introductions, syllabus, goals

Week 2: Thinking like a sociolinguist

Tuesday, Sept. 4th: Key concepts and premises Thursday, Sept. 6th: Languages & dialects
â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 1 â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 2

Week 3: Defining and studying groups of speakers

Tuesday, Sept. 11th: Thursday, Sept. 13th:

â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 3 â ? Bucholtz 1999 ?
â Gumperz 2009[1968]

Week 4: Multilingualism and codeswitching

Tuesday, Sept. 18th: Thursday, Sept. 20th:

â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapters 4-5 â ? Li Wei and Zhu Hua 2013 ?

Week 5: Approaches to language variation

Tuesday, Sept. 25th: Thursday, Sept. 27th:
â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 6 â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 7

â ? Dinkin 2018 ?

Week 6: Tracking language change

Tuesday, Oct. 2nd : Thursday, Oct. 4th:

â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 8 â ? Tagliamonte & D’Arcy 2007 ?

Week 7: Language, style, and identity

� Rapid Anonymous data collected due Monday, October 8th to Canvas

Tuesday, Oct. 9th: Thursday, Oct. 11th:

â ? Lawson 2011 ? â ? Becker 2009 ?
Bell & Johnson 1997
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Week 8: Accent & mobility

Tuesday, Oct. 16th: Thursday, Oct. 18th: Project 2 brainstorming session
â Campbell et al. 2014

Week 9: Language and ethnicity; African-American English

Tuesday, Oct. 23rd : Thursday, Oct. 25th:

â Wolfram & Schilling 2016, chapters 7–8 ? Mallinson & Childs 2007 ?

â Fought 2013 ? Fix 2014 ?

� Rapid Anonymous project write-ups due Friday, October 26th to Canvas

Week 10: Linguistic prejudice and appropriation

Tuesday, Oct. 30th: Thursday, Nov. 1st :

â Baugh 2003 ? Eberhardt & Freeman 2015 ?

â ? Hill 1995 ?

� Media Representation (Project 2) proposals due Friday, November 2nd to Canvas

Week 11: Discourse and identity

Tuesday, Nov. 6th: Thursday, Nov. 8th:
â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapters 10 & 11 TBD

Week 12: Language and gender

Tuesday, Nov. 13th: Thursday, Nov. 15th:

â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 12 ? Baxter 2002 ?

Week 13: Language and sexuality

Tuesday, Nov. 20th: Thursday, Nov. 22nd : Thanksgiving (no class)
â Queen 2015

â ? Jones 2015 ?
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Week 14: Language and education

Tuesday, Nov. 27th: Thursday, Nov. 29th:

â Wardhaugh & Fuller Chapter 13 â ? Mallinson et al. 2011 ?

� Media Representation (Project 2) write-ups due Friday, November 30th to Canvas

Week 15: Wild-card day; Class wrap-up

Tuesday, Dec. 4th: Thursday, Dec. 6th:
â TBD Final exam review; evals

� Final take-home exams due Thursday, December 13th by 11:59pm

Readings

Baugh, John. 2003. Linguistic Profiling. In Makoni et al (Eds.) Black Linguistics: Language, Society, and
Politics in Africa and the Americas.

? Baxter, Judith. 2002. Jokers in the Pack: Why Boys are More Adept than Girls at Speaking in Public
Settings, Language and Education 16(2):81–96

? Becker, Kara. 2009. /r/ and the construction of place identity on New York City’s Lower East Side.
Journal of Sociolinguistics 13: 634–658.

Bell, Allan, and Gary Johnson. 1997. Towards a Sociolinguistics of Style. University of Pennsylvania
Working Papers in Linguistics 4 (1): 1–21.

? Bucholtz, Mary. 1999. Why Be Normal? Language and Identity Practices in a Community of Nerd Girls.
Language in Society 28: 203–223.

Campbell, Kathryn, Abby Walker, Shontael Elward, & Katie Carmichael. 2014. Apparent time and net-
work effects on long-term cross-dialect accommodation among college students. Penn Working Papers in
Linguistics 20.

? Dinkin, Aaron. 2018. It’s no problem to be polite: Apparent-time change in responses to thanks. Journal
of Sociolinguistics: 1–26.

? Eberhardt, Maeve, and Kara Freeman. 2015. ‘First Things First, I’m the Realest’: Linguistic Appropri-
ation, White Privilege, and the Hip-Hop Persona of Iggy Azalea. Journal of Sociolinguistics 19: 303–327.

? Fix, Sonya. 2014. AAE as a Bounded Ethnolinguistic Resource for White Women with African American
Ties. In Hall-Lew, Lauren and Malcah Yaeger-Dror (Eds.) New Perspectives on Linguistic Variation and
Ethnic Identity in North America, Language and Communication 35: 55–74.

Fought, Carmen. 2013. Ethnicity. In Chambers, JK and Natalie Schilling (Eds.), The Handbook of Language
Variation and Change, 2nd Edition. Malden: Wiley-Blackwell.

Gumperz, John J. 2009. The Speech Community. In Duranti, Alessandro (Ed.), Linguistic Anthropology,
2nd ed. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell.

6 of 7



LING 283: Language and Society
Fall 2018

August 30th

? Hill, Jane H. 1995. Junk Spanish, covert racism, and the (leaky) boundary between public and private
spheres. Pragmatics 5: 197–212.

? Jones, Lucy. 2015. Masculinity in Lesbian Discourse: The case of ‘butch’ versus ‘femme’. In Milani,
Tommaso (Ed.), Language and Masculinities: Performances, Intersections, Dislocations. Routledge, 174-196.

? Lawson, Robert. 2011. Patterns of linguistic variation among Glaswegian adolescent males. Journal of
Sociolinguistics 15: 226–255.

? Li Wei & Zhu Hua. 2013. Translanguaging identities and ideologies: Creating transnational space through
flexible multilingual practices among Chinese university students in the UK. Applied Linguistics 2013: 1–21.

? Mallinson, Christine, Anne Charity Hudley, Laura Rutter Strickling & Morgan Figa. 2011. A conceptual
framework for promoting linguistic and educational change. Language and Linguistics Compass 5/7: 441–
453.

? Mallinson, Christine and Becky Childs. 2007. Communities of practice in sociolinguistic description:
Analyzing language and identity practices among black women in Appalachia. Gender and Language 1:
173-206.

Queen, Robin. 2015. Language and sexual identities. In Susan Ehrlich, Miriam Meyerhoff, & Janet Holmes
(eds.) The Handbook of Language, Gender, and Sexuality, 2nd edition. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell.
203–219

? Tagliamonte, Sali & Alexandra D’Arcy. 2007. Frequency and variation in the community grammar:
Tracking a new change through the generations. Language Variation and Change 19: 199–217

Wardhaugh, Ronald and Janet M. Fuller. 2015. An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. 7th edition. Malden:
Wiley-Blackwell.

Wolfram, Walt & Natalie Schilling. 2016. American English: Dialects and Variation, 2nd Ed. Malden:
Blackwell.
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